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New Light On The Queen of Saba

Abstract

The first part of this study «New Light on the Queen of Saba» deals with
the historical background of the Queen. By some foreign historians she has
been considered an oriental legend. However, other historians have made
littte contribution on the subject in their writings on the history of Ancient
Yemen. Therefore the author considers it essential to make use of the primary
sources which include the Old Testament, the Holy Bible and the Holy Quran.
In addition the study takes into account the Ancient Arab narratives and
tradition. In pursuing further dimensions of the stydy the author makes use of
the Ethiopian legends which relate the Queen to Ethiopia.

As a result of this study it would appear that the Queen had lived in the
mid-tenth Century B.C., and was a contemporary of King Solomon in Paies-
tine. It has been mentiond in the Holy Books including the Holy Quran that she
visited King Solomon in his Kingdom.

The Study also deals with the role of the kingdom of saba as a part of the
history of Ancient Yemen and presents various interpretations concerning the
period in which the Sabaens settled in Southern Arabia.

In conclusion the discussion centers around the origin of the name
«Bilgis» and its possible linguistic derivation. It is noted that this name and all
its derivations have not as yet been found inscribed on any monument.

Furthermore the author refers to her as a ruler rather than a Queen until it
is proven otherwise. Further research is expected to reveal new information
which may clarity points that are still considerd vague in the Ancient History of
Yemen in particular and in the History of Arabia in general.



The Author:

- Dr. Mohamed lbrahim Morsi
- Assistant Professor

- Ph. D. in History and Civilisation of Ancient
Egypt, University of Munich 1972

- Member of the Teaching Staff, College of
Arts, Kuwait University (now).

- Member of the Teaching staff, Faculty of
Archeology, Cairo University

Publications:

- The Highpriests of the Sun from the Early
Period till the End of the Egyptian New
Kingdom, MAS 1972 (in German)

- Participation in editing the book of the
«Monuments of Dachla Oase», Mainz am
Rhein, 1982 (in German).

- «Discoveries in Heliopolis», MDAIK, 31 ,
1973 (in German)

- «The Stele of the Wesir Re-hotep», 48854,
Cairo Museum, MDAIK, 37, 1981 (in
German)

- Corpus of: «The Mnevis-Bull Stele and the
Research of this Religion in Heliopolis» 1,
SAK 10, 1983 (in German).

_"o__.



FORTY-NINTH MONOGRAPH

NEW LIGHT THE QUEEN OF SABA

Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim Morsi
Depariment of History — Kuwait University

Annals of The Facully Of Arts
Volume 1X, 1987 - 1988






AININIRISRTE
VLG BOGULNT Wl MRS

A REFEREED SCIENTIFIC PERIODICAL THAT
PUBLISHES MONOGRAPHS ON TOPICS RELE-
VANT TO THE SCIENTIFIC CONCERNS OF THE
VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS IN THE FACULTY OF
ARTS.

Volume IX, 1987 - 1988



Kuwait University

ANNALS OF -
THE FAGULTY OF ARTS

New Light on
the Queen of Saba

Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim Morsi
Department of History — Kuwait University

VOLUME IX 1408 - 1409
FORTY NINTH MONOGRAPH 1987 — 1988





