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THE TRIBE OF IYAD
FROM THE PRE-ISLAMIC ERA TO THE END OF UMAYYAD PERIOD

ABSTRACT

This paper gives a report of the life of the Adnani Tribe, lyad, from the
pre-Islamic era until the end of the Umayad peroid. 1t deals with the historical,
geographical and literary aspects of this tribe’s life. It also gives short biog-
raphies of this tribe’s most famous celebrities during this period.

The paper begins with the study of the origins and descent of lyad Tribe
which has Adnani roots. The details of this study are extracted from a variety of
sources, foremost among which is the book entitled Jamharat al - Nasab, by
Hisham Ben Mohammad Ben al-Sa'ib al - Kalbi. The origins of this Tribe are
given in detailed tables.

The Second part of the paper deals with the pre-Islamic history of lyad
Tribe, which lived firstin Tihamah, then moved to Bahrayn, and finaly settled in
certain areas in Iraqg such as Sindad, Dayr Qarah and Ayn Aba'gh. A map is
given to illustrate the locations of this tribe’s settlements in Iraq.

While in Iraq this tribe was engaged in many wars against Persia and its
ally, the State of Al-Manathirah. Most of lyad families had to flee from Iraq.
Some went to Byzantium and others settled in Syria and Al-Jazirah.

In addition to dealing with the history of lyad Tribe before Islam, the paper
deals wiht its cultural and religious life in the same period.

Part three gives brief biographies of the famous men of lyad before lslam,
especially its poets and orators.

Part four traces the history of this tribe in the Islamic period during which
the tribe’s importance diminishes because many of its families emigrated to
Byzantium. Some of those who stayed adopted Islam while most remained
Christians. This part also points out the attitudes of this tribe towards the
Islamic conquests.

Finally the paper gives a brief account of the few famous men and orators
from lyad tribe who destinguished themselves in the Islamic period.

The paper draws its material from the books of the Islamic heritage, butit .
rarely attempts to question or compare the various statements in these books.
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