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ABDULLAH IBN SABA: A STUDY OF THE HISTORICAL RESOURCES

CONCERNING HIS ROLE IN AL-FITNAH

Abstract

This research is based mainly on the analysis of the historical narratives
of Sayf b. Umar concerning the role of Abdullah b. Saba in the agitation and
rebellion against the Caliph Uthman b. Affan, and the battle of the Camel 36
A.H. afterwards.

The author, then, referred to the early Muslim sources and found that
«al-Sabba’ iyya» was mentioned several times as a description of different
groups and those groups were not identical. But the term «al Sabba’iyya»
was used in all cases as satire.

The author has examined selected reports about «lbn Saba and his
followers» preserved in Muslim Sects and Literary sources.

Finally, the author has quoted seiected views of modern scholars
according to their originality, and has examined specially those which have
elaborated study of the subject.

The author has concluded that the early historical reports about Ibn Saba
and his role were fabricated and that he was an imaginary person.
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