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THE ANTIQUATED ISLAMIC SITES IN WADI HALI
(3RD - 9TH/9TH - 15TH CENTURIES)

(Summary)

Tihamah or the Red Sea coastal area comprises many Islamic sites which
rich with their archaeological remains and civilizational heritage. Some of these
sites are those which exist along the two sides of Wadi Hali and in its fertile
delta. Hali is first known, in the available Arabic sources, beginning from the
2nd. half of the 3rd./9th century, as one station or more on the Yemeni pilgrim
routes to Makkah. Hali is defined. at that period, as the Wadi itself or the
provence. however, since the 2nd. half of the 4th/10th century there appeared in
these sources the mention of the city of Hali b. Yachub, which is believed to be
the central capital of the Wadi and the entire provence. This city was thus
named after Ibn Yuchub. who perhaps was one of the ancestors of its ruling
family, or perhaps one of the distinguished personalities that played a major
role in the city hite.

This rescarch is considered as a simple attempt to determine the focation
of the city of Hali b. Yachub, through reasoning of the factual materials
collected from the minor references in the available Arabic sources and insome
recent exploration works, besides a field visit to the ruins of the city, where this
visit helped to determine its location and hence to present a detailed discription
of this location and the archaeological remains it contains.

The search also covers other Islamic sites, which during this period.
flourished side by side with the city of Hali b. Yaccqub, and of these sites are:
Hali Seaport, which was formerly identified with the name “Azib, and it is
currently called al-Rudayni, named after a man died and buried in this place,
where his name became prevalent in this arca later on; Qawz al-Shahid which
was the seat of the ancient dynasty of Bani”1-Tawashi, it is located within the
sovereignty of Banu Haram, rulers of Hali. A little further to the east is the site
ot Khurayyan, where there is located the biggest and most fortified strongholds
in Wadi Hali. The remnants of this fortifications are still apparent to date.
Lastly there is the Island of Jabal al-Sabaya - which belonged to Wadi Hali in
the past and even today. In this Island there located some antiquated Islamic
ruins and abandoned cematries.

A field visit was made which covered all the Ha]aw} Islamic sites, subject
of this research, where an archaeological survey of these sites was conducted,
including the determination of their positions, the verification of their archaco-
logical locations and presentation of detailed discription of them supported
with a number of maps and illustrations.
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