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SPEECH DEFECTS
(THE EFFORTS OF THE EARLY ARAB LINGUISTS)

SUMMARY

This is a study of the different aspects of speech defects as dealt with by
Arab Linguists. This interdisciplinary area is of interest to both Linguists and
psychologists; this is why it features prominently in Psycholinguistics. When
Islam spread outside Arabia and many non-Arab Moslems made mistakes in
speaking Arabi, the Arab Linguists in an attempt to save Arabic from corruption,
studied this phenomenon in detail. The monograph deals with the early Arab
efforts in this respect, the motivation behind their studies, their methods of
research, and the terminology they used. Among the important problems stu-
died were: terminology, unacceptable variations, speech defects, incongruity of
sounds errors, false starts, Aphasia, in addition to analyses of the speech organs
and the correct production and perception of speech.
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