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THE ARABIC TRIBE «<TAMEEM»
BETWEEN THE AGE OF IGNORANCE AND ISLAM

ABSTRACT

This research is on the trible of Tameem, one of the biggest tribal groupwhich
is classified under the groups of Arabs of Najd.

It played a significant role in the Age of Ignorance and Islam.

Tameem is one of the Adnanite tribes, settled in the wide land of Najd and
spresd in Yamama, Bahrain and Basra. Some of it branches settled in Al-Sham
where it formed many communities later. Tameem is one of the strongest tribes of
the arabian desert which never accepted submission to other tribes. It is famous for
its war history in the Age of ignorance and Islam. Its history is very old and we find
a lot of its news in our historical resources.

Tameem had different relations with other tribes of the desert and with the out-
side world befor Islam. Its relations with arab tribes was based on kinshjp in peace
time, with other social, economic and political relations. In war time its reiations
were influences by some events and circumstances which prevailed and posed by
the war that time. In both cases whether in war time or peace, Tameem aimed at
realizing its vital objectives in the first place. Regarding its relations with the arab
principality of Al-Hira, a vassel state of the Sasanid Emperors of Persia, or with the
Arabs of Ghassanids in the Byzantine Empire, These relation were subject to
strong competition between Persia and Bysance, those Empires which struggled to
penetrate inside Arabia to prevail their supermacy.

From the religious viepoint, Tameem snared other tribes their worships. The
geographical dfstribution of the the tribe gave deep roots to these worships. In the
arabian peninsula the tribe worshiped idols and planets. in Hira its members were
pagan. in Al-Yaman, Christianity spread. when Islam came, they later become
muslems.

The Prophet Mohammed had a strong wish to have tameem on his side
because of the courageous men it had. Entering islam, Tameem played a very
important role during the campaigns of spreading Islam. outside of arabia. Its
attitude towards the central power, was sometimes neutral and partial in some
other times, at the end, it aimed to be with the winner. Tameem also had an iportant
role in the time of Ammouite. in time of Abasside their role was private as it seemed
to be. Its role in North of Africa «Al-Nagerb» was principal when they founded the
State of Al-Aghlabids.
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