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ATTITUDES OF KUWAITI PARENTS TOWARD
RAISING THEIR CHILDREN IN RELATION TO
CERTAIN DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between parental attitudes

and certain demographic variables of those parents such as, age, sex, level of education,
and the number of children. The sample consisted of 500 Kuwaiti parents, age ranging from
18 fo 64 years. A scale developed by Ismail and Mansour was used to assess the parents’
attitudes toward their children. The scale consists of nine attitude sub-scales for domination,
overprotection, negligence, pampering, severity, psychological pain, favoritism, inconsisten-

cy,

are

and normality, in addition to the sub-scale for lying.

Data were analysed according to multipie analyses of variance and t-test. The findings
as follows:

Sex: Fathers scored significantly higher than mothers on the sub-scales of domination,
overprotection and favouritism, while mothers scored significantly higher than fathers on
the normality scale.

Age: Some categories of older fathers scored significantly higher than younger fathers
on the overprotection sub-scale, while some categories of younger fathers scored higher
than older fathers on the negligence sub-scale. However, no difference was observed in
mothers attitudes on any scale according to age.

Education: Parents of both sexes with low education scored significantly higher than
those with high educational level on sub-scales of domination, overprotection,
negligence, and severity. Fathers with low educational level scored significantly higher
than fathers with high educational level on sub-scales of pampering and favoritism.
Mothers with low educational level scored significantly higher than mothers with high
educational level on the psychological pain sub-scale. Parents of both sexes with high
educational level scored significantly higher than those with low educational fevel on the
normality sub-scale.

Number of children: No difference was observed in parents’ attitudes according to the
number of children.

These results were interpreted in the light of other findings in the psychological literature

and the culture of Kuwaiti community.
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