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THE COMMANDMENTS AND THE EXTENT OF THEIR
DEVELOPMENT DURING THE ABBASID PERIOD

SUMMARY

“Commandments’’ is one of the arts of narrative in classical Arabic literature.
Specialists in modern studies paid inadequate attention to this art, as we don't find
the studies it deserves to place such art in its appropriate position among other
narrative arts such as the debate, the letter, the story and the like. In addition, the
narrative art reflects the writer's perception and philosophy on life and people.
Also, the narrative art deals with social and political aspects which the historian
may utilize as documentaries in politics and sociology, regardiess of the artistic
aspect.

This study was preceded by two papers which also dealt with the topic of
commandments. The first paper discussed the commandments in the pre-Islamic
era the second paper dealt with the commandments in the early Islamic era and
the Umayyad period. This study on “Commandments and scope of Development
in the Abbasiad First Era” has therefore complemented the two previous papers
and monitored the features of development and reformity in this art.

This study addressed itself to all types of commandments in the —— era with
continuous focus on all aspects of development and reformity, on each type of
commandments; which may appear in the context of linguistics, style, meanings or
topics.

The study involved new types of commandments which the early scholars did
not deal with in the previous periods as independent commandments; instead they
treated them as a whole such as the commandments on friendship and friend.

This study has recognized certain aspects which did not only deal with the
development of this art, it dealt also with some professions which have become
subject to standard procedures and patterns which makes it mandatory to the
professional to observe its methodology. The commandments to tutors and
instructors were not addressed to any particular tutor or instructor. Instead it has
been imparted by some experienced intellectuals or tutors in the profession to the ,
tutors and instructors in general.
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