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The Problem of Rational Interpretation
Among lIslamic Thinkers,
with special reference to Avicenna

ABSTRACT

The paper attempts to distinguish between interpretation and exegesis after
giving an introducing view of the origins of interpretation in Islamic thought.
Then briefly the author gives a survey of Mu'tazilite interpretation with
respect to the first two of their five principles, namely monotheism and
justice. Then the author presented the interpretations of the Ash’arites and
their manner of their opposition to Mu'tazilism after which Ghazali’'s view of
interpretation was presented together with his principles on this score,
whereby it was the author’'s intention to show what Ghazali's views were
concerning what was permissible in the matter of interpretation and who was
entitled to do so, The paper went on to summarize the opinion of Al-Kindi
and Al-Farabi, who regarded interpretation as being permissible only to a
small number of learned people. This led naturally to a discussion of
Al-Farabi’s principal interpretations which can be considered to be part of his
discourse on Al-Sam’iyyat (The science of Acoustics)

In the second part of this paper the author discussed Avicenna’s
interpretations which were part of his attempt to reconcile philosophy and
religion, pointing out that there were two aspects to his science of
interpretation: The interpretation of relgious truths in agreement with
philosophic views, on the one hand, and the subjection of religious truths to
philosophic discourse, on the other. The author then went on to present his
views on the soul and the exisence of God and His attributes. this was
followed with a summary of his interpretation of the Surah of Al lkhiass. In
addition the author oresented a survey of Al-Farabi's opinions on a number
of other subjecs such as knowledge, life, will, power, the faculties of hearing,
seeing and speaking, his interpretation of the subject of the antiquity ot the
created world and his interpretation of evil, and the variety of his views on
prophecy and its necessity and nature on the miracies of the Prophet, May
God's Blessings be upon Him.
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