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The Greater Syria Project and its connection
with the annexation of the West Bank

Summary

This paper deals with the designs of Prince (Later King)
Abdalla of Transjordan connected with the re-unification of
Greater Syria under his throne after the second world War. For
Britain and France had dismembered Al-Sham into four separate
political units (Syria, Transjordan, Lebanon and Palestine) as a
result of their imperialistic ambitions in the Middle East.

Whereas the designs of King Abdalla received the
encouragement of Britain which aimed at the unification of the
Arab world under its aegis in order to counterbalance the
Russian machinations and to strenghten its grip on the Middle
East, they encountered strong opposition from the Syrians who
stuck to their republican regime, the Lebanese who defended
their independence and king Abdul-Aziz Ibn Saud, who aimed at
protecting his nascent kingdom from the Hashemite projects.
Egypt, moreover, who became the leader of the Arab League,
feared that the realization of the greater Syria project might
threaten her leadership and isolate her from the Arab East,
consequently she endeavoured to align herself with both the
Saudi King and the Syrian President Shukri Al-Kuwaitli. This
Riyad-Damascus - Cairo axis couid in fact freeze the Greater
Syria project which made King Abdalla the target of Arab
suspicions, although he himseif tried to represent it as a step
towards ultimate Arab Unity.

The Material of this paper is mainly derived from the British
Archives kept at the Public Record office in London.
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