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the city, but, unfortunately, it disappeared and all that we have been left
with, is a shortened version of the book prepared by Mohamad Ibn Issa
Ibn Kannan, under the title of: Al-Mouroud As-Soundussiyya al-FaseeHa
(or Al-Fayhiyya) Fi Tarikh As-Salihiyya), which was also published in
Damascus in 1947,

The present paper is an attempt to study this unique phenomenon with
which the history of a learned family of about four centuries - a history
that constitutes part of the history of Arab Islamic thinking in Ash - Sham -
(Syria), during the Mamluk epoch.
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The “Qudamas” and “As-Sallhlyya,”
A learned Famlily and a Learned Town

The “Al-Qudama” is a family of a Palestinian origin, emigrant and
active in Damascus, and Hanbalit in denomination, who left a distinct
influence on the history and men of Islamic thought during the Mamiuk
epoch. This influence was manifested in the family's numerous learned
members - "Ulamaa”, and their unfailing intellectual activities over
several centuries, from the middle of the sixth Hijra century to the
beginning of the tenth century (12-16 A.D))

The family took as a base for its cultural activities a place near
Damascus, which was to be called “As-Salihiyya.” Here, the Qudamas
built houses and founded the early schools - "Madrassa-s’. Soon, this
small place developed into a smail town and, immediately afterward into
a big town bustling with thought and culture as well as learned people.In
the Mamluk epoch; there were scores of schools, mosques, Zadwiyas
(Sufi's monasteries) ; Turba s (mausoleums); Khanka s (convents) and
Takiya s (charity houses). There, hundreds of learned men lived, and
became prominent, and hundreds of others came on visits. All this took
place, hand in hand with economic and social activities. The emergence
of "as-Séliniyya" was indeed a historic event in the development of
Damascus; topographically, demographically, economically as well as
culturally.

Among the outstanding families in Islamic history, the Quddamas, with
other related families, might rank high in the number of its learned
members (more than 115 men and women over a period of three and a
half centuries), and in their well-known contribution.

And among the scores of cities, known to have been built during the
course of Islamic history, and of which some researchers counted three
hundred, scattered all over the Islamic World, hardly any other city,
except “As-Sélihiyya", was established by learned - men, and
specialised primarily in knowledge and learning. The history of the
“Qudama’s” family has not, however, been thoroughly researched,
although biographical studies have carried many a report on the family’s
famous people. The history of “As-Séalihiyya'", itself, has not, as yet, been
studied through a modern, up-to-date structural approach, aithoug, back
in history, Mohamad Ibn Touloun, wrote a book entitled “AL-Qald’'ed Al-
Jawhariyya fi Taarikh As-Saalinhiyya,” (Literally: The Genuine Necklaces
in the history of As-Saalihiyya,) published 32 years ago in Damascus, on
the history of As-Saalihiyya's places and important men.

Before lbn Touloun, Ibn Abdul Hadi, had written a book on the history of
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