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LAWRENCE AND MAHFUZ :
A COMPARATIVE LITERARY AND
PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY

by:

Mohammad Raja A.R. Al-Direenl
Department of English

Kuwait University

ABSTRACT

This paper points out that Sons And Lovers (1913) and Al-Sarab
(1948) dramatise the same topics and themes such as the disastrous
effects of an unequai marriage on the husband and wife, and on the
-structure of the family in patriarchal societies. Such unequal marriages
lead to permanent strife between husband and wife, and to the division of
the family into two opposed camps: the father’'s camp and that of the
mother. The children stand by their mother against their father. Some
children develop the Oedipus complex. The mother dominates the
children and becomes their adored idol and beloved tyrant.

Itis also shown that both novels portray the strife between mother and
son when the son becomes an adolescent and a young man, and the
development of the Orestian complex in the son and of the Medea
complex in the mother.

The paper describes the echoes in both novels of some Greek legends
and myths, especially the story of King Oedipus, the story of Orestes and
his mother Clytemnestra, the story of Medea, and the myth of Pluto and
Persephone. The paper explains the symbolic meanings and
implications of such stories, and points out the significance of such
stories to psychology and to art - particularly novel writing. Thenittraces
the echoes of these Greek stories in both Sons And Lovers and Al-
Sarab.
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