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The Universality of Islamic Civilization
As Reflected in Arts

Dr. SALAH ELBEHEIRY

This paper deals with Muslim Civilization from a universal point of view
based on the fact that Islam is a universal religion. As it is well known, the
Prophet Muhammad'’s message is not meant for Arabs only, but also for all
people. And so it came to pass that Islam spread both East and West. The
preaching of the Islamic Religion has unified the minds of all the races, which
embraced it and mould them into one mind that refiects the unity of Islamic
thought.

As Islam organizes all human affairs, its teachings became a constitution
every Muslim has to follow respectfully. Different races came to know Islam
and embrace it enthusiastically. Consequently, mental and spiritual harmony
among nations has been achieved. Gradually, this has led to the universality
of their civifization which is truly reflected by Istamic monuments, arts and
ways of life.

Koran is the base and background of all thought in the Islamic World.
Hence, the universality of Islamic Civilization has been easily realized. The
interaction between Islamic teachings and the different civilizations of
various races absorbed by Islam has led to the creation of one nationality
which is rightly called by Lamartine (poet of France) "the Islamic Nation-
ality.”

Besides, one specific geographicaly factor has to be taken into con-
sideration. This Factor is represented by the fact that Islam came to be
embraced in regions which stretch from Spain and Morocco to South East
Asia forming an Islamic beit roughly 20° N to 40° N. This fact has resulted in a
geographical cohesion in addition to what Islam has achieved in the spheres
of mind and soul.

As a result of all these factors, a universal and unique civilization has been
created by the various races that adopted Islam as their religion.
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