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Monograph (651)

A

Abstract

Purpose: Political distrust is a global phenomenon, and is even widespread in advanced
democ- racies. No government has the absolute confidence of its citizens. There is
empirical evidence of political distrust in 100 countries provided by surveys conducted
over decades, and monitoring high levels of political distrust and low levels of trust
globally. The study aims to: (1) clarify the most prominent cultural representations of
the state and its cultural meanings; (2) reveal the most prominent traits of the culture of
political distrust; (3) demonstrate the impact of citizens' interactions with the everyday
state on the structure of expectations and representations of confidence and political
distrust; (4) identify the most prominent evaluations of institutional performance (eco-
nomic and political) and their impact on levels of confidence and political distrust;
and (5) disclosure of the consequences of political distrust and its effects. Method:
To achieve the objectives, the study uses an anthropological qualitative methodology
relied upon participant observation, and open-ended interviews. Results: The study
reveals that the state is shaped by its citizens' interactions with the everyday state.
These interactions formulate representations of the state. The dissonance between the
representations in the minds of respondents, and the State's realistic practices creates

political distrust.

Keywords: everyday state, political distrust, dultural representations of the state, culture

of political distrust, everyday resistance.
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