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The Mirror and Philosophy

ABSTRACT

The philosophical study of this concrete thing called mirror is
possible and legitimate. It enables us to have an ontological underst-
anding with Being in general and the Being of Man in particular.

The major part of this paper treats the experience of mirror as a
human experience. Through making a general survey of it in various
disciplines, such as cultural anthropology, child psychology and
literature, we arrive at its phitosophical significance. Such signific-
ance consists in the following :

The “other”, alter ago, is an important constituent in the very essence
and being of the “I", ego. In other terms, the man ( or woman ) could
not be himself ( or herself ) without the “other”.

The last part of the paper treats, from a phenomenological point
of view, the reflection on the surface of mirrors. This reflection is
vigible, yet it is immaterial, i.e. it does not have any physical existence..
It is intangible.
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