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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE MAMLUK STATE
AND THE QAFJAQ MONGOLS STATE
(658-741 A.H. — 1260-1341 A.D.)

ABSTRACT

Historical studies which deal with the history of the Mamluk
Sultanate in Syria and Egypt usually follow up the relations between
the Mongols of Persia and Iraq on the one hand and the Mamluks on
the other. This paper studies the relations between the Mamluk and
another bloc of the Mongols namely, the Qafjaq Mongols or the
Golden Horde who settled in the north and east of the Black Sea.
This paper points out that when this branch of the Mongols was
converted to Islam and thus became Muslim, these Mongols found
themselves facing bitter and extreme enmity from the Mongols of
Persia and Iraq This led to the rise of some sort of friendly relations
and alliance between the Mamluk Sultanate ( in Egypt and Syria ) and
the Qafjaq Mongols in order to face the common enemy -—— i.e. the
Mongols of Persia.

This paper traces the various ties between the Qafjaq Mongol
State and the Mamulk Sultans. These ties took the form of intermar-
riages, diplomatic missions and delegations, and agreements. The most
active period of these mutual relations was during the reign of
Mamluk Al-{{éhir Baybars and of the Sultans of the Qalawun’s dyna-
sty, especially Al-Sultan al-Na'\_sir Muhammad Ibn Qalawun.

This study is hased on information provided by the Annals und
other modern scurces. It throws some light on the history of the Mic-
dle Eest between the Middle of the thirteenth century and the middle
of the fourteenth century A.D.
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