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Monograph (635)

Abstract

This paper aims to reveal a number of facts about Christianity and how it evolved from
a local religious movement limited to the Israelites to a global faith. The researchers
believe that this transformation was the result of distortions of the original message
by Christian missionaries, probably the most notable of whom is Saul the Jew, better
known as St. Paul the apostle who first proposed the concepts of the holy trinity, the
edification, crucifixion, and reincarnation of Jesus. This paper also aims to define the
historical relations between Christianity and Islam. For many fanatical Christians,
this new religion, Islam was a serious threat, especially as it succeeded to spread
quickly, that needed to be opposed through carefully planned proselytization. In
their missionary efforts, these Christian extremists resorted to questionable methods
that contravened the tenants of their religion. It is necessary, therefore, to reveal the
true dangerous face of the missionary work underfoot in the Muslim world. This
study adopted a historical approach to follow the development of Christianity and
Christian proselytization, which has evolved into an independent field with clear
aims and approaches. In addition, this study adopted the descriptive approach
to present the contemporary overt and covert attempts at proselytization in the
Muslim world. The researchers also employed the critical approach to determine
the motives and objectives of the missionary activities in the target areas. Based
on the findings of the study, it was concluded that Christian proselytization has
not focused on convincing people to convert to Christianity, a religion of love
and tolerance, as much as it has sought to fight Islam and weaken its influence
wherever it exists. These proselytizing efforts receive significant financial and
logistical support from particular anti-Islam secular entities, such as the European
colonial authorities in Muslim countries, a number of orientalist scientific
institutions, and political organizations. In addition, missionaries have tended to
prey on vulnerable Muslims whether at home or overseas. Therefore, it is essential
to view the activities of missionaries in Muslim countries with a reasonable degree
of suspicion and to counter all proselytization efforts while raising the awareness
of young Muslims of the danger they may be facing.

Key words: Christianity, Proselytization, Christianization, Missionary work,

Islamic world.
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Monograph (635)

Abstract

This paper aims to reveal a number of facts about Christianity and how it evolved from
a local religious movement limited to the Israelites to a global faith. The researchers
believe that this transformation was the result of distortions of the original message
by Christian missionaries, probably the most notable of whom is Saul the Jew, better
known as St. Paul the apostle who first proposed the concepts of the holy trinity, the
edification, crucifixion, and reincarnation of Jesus. This paper also aims to define the
historical relations between Christianity and Islam. For many fanatical Christians,
this new religion, Islam was a serious threat, especially as it succeeded to spread
quickly, that needed to be opposed through carefully planned proselytization. In
their missionary efforts, these Christian extremists resorted to questionable methods
that contravened the tenants of their religion. It is necessary, therefore, to reveal the
true dangerous face of the missionary work underfoot in the Muslim world. This
study adopted a historical approach to follow the development of Christianity and
Christian proselytization, which has evolved into an independent field with clear
aims and approaches. In addition, this study adopted the descriptive approach
to present the contemporary overt and covert attempts at proselytization in the
Muslim world. The researchers also employed the critical approach to determine
the motives and objectives of the missionary activities in the target areas. Based
on the findings of the study, it was concluded that Christian proselytization has
not focused on convincing people to convert to Christianity, a religion of love
and tolerance, as much as it has sought to fight Islam and weaken its influence
wherever it exists. These proselytizing efforts receive significant financial and
logistical support from particular anti-Islam secular entities, such as the European
colonial authorities in Muslim countries, a number of orientalist scientific
institutions, and political organizations. In addition, missionaries have tended to
prey on vulnerable Muslims whether at home or overseas. Therefore, it is essential
to view the activities of missionaries in Muslim countries with a reasonable degree
of suspicion and to counter all proselytization efforts while raising the awareness
of young Muslims of the danger they may be facing.

Key words: Christianity, Proselytization, Christianization, Missionary work,

Islamic world.
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