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ALI AHMAD BAKATHIR : A LYRICAL POTE

This paper studies a neglected part of Bakathir’s work — i.e. his
lyrical poetry, especially that poetry which exists in the form of man-
uscripts written in his own hand and kept by his family.

Bakathir is well-known as a novelist and a dramatist. Few know
that he was a poet as well, although lyrical poetry dominates his
dramatic and operatic works. It may even be said that it dominated
his life. He wrote much poetry and his poetry was first published in
Al-Risalah and in Apollo. But much of his poetry is still kept in his
private files.

We have therefore decided to write this paper to throw some light
on an unknown part of his work and to contribute to the controversy
on “modernism” in poetry. At the same time this study will reveal
to us Bakathir's methods of writing a poem. I have been specially
interested in this aspect because I have seen the stages of the develop-
ment of many of his unpublished poems. This may perhaps account
for the abundance of quotations from his unpublished poetry.

It is true that this poetry reveals stiffness of poetic forms, the per-
sistent “presence” of Arabic and Islamic heritage, strong reaction to
the important events in his life and in the life of his nation, lack of
revision and of artistic polish, and neglect of the dramatic elements
in the poem. Nevertheless, he does succeed, in some of his poems, in
achieving some noteworthy innovations. He often goes beyond the
Khaliliya method of the two — part verses; he introduces some inno-
vations in Al-Muwashahat, in what has been called “Al-Shir Al-Mur-
sal” (run-on poetry) and in “Mujamma Al-Buhur,” especially in his

copmetentitreatment of Al-bahr Al-Mutaqarib. In his dramatic poetry
he uses what is called “Al-Shir Al-hurr’ (Free verse), but he calls it
“Al-shir Al-Muntaleq - Al-Mursal). He even neglects the metrical

system itself for dramatic or rhythmic reasons.

Inspite of all these achievements, Bakathir rarely talked of himself
and he has not received fair appreciation from critics. This paper
hopes to plant a rose in the desert of silence surrounding his name.
In fact, his grave deserves to be wholly covered with roses and
flowers.
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