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Prince Tankiz Al-Husami
Dr. Hayat Nassir Al-Hajji
ABSTRACT

In dealing with the internal affairs of Syria during the third
reign of Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad b.Qalawun we find it imp-
erative to give a historical survey of the Mamluk provinces.
Syria was one of the most important districts in thg Mamluk
Sultanate. Tankiz Al-I*_Iusémi was appointed by al-Nasir Muh-
ammad as chief officer of Syria and he remained in this post for
thirty-two years. Within a short time the whole internal situat-
ion was changed. A general and thorough study of the internal
affairs of Syria during this period would show that the fundam-
ental nature of the political, economic, social and religious aspe-
cts of that Mamluk province were so changed and so greatly
developed as to affsct the personal ambitions and the political
purposes of the state. Tankiz Al—I*_IusEm? himself was a vital
factor which deeply affected the political situation of this period.
Surely Tankiz Al-I;IusEmT played an important role in providing
politica] stability, peace, a Flourishing economy, and a steady
advanced education for the Syrians, and he suceeded in proving
his ability to fulfil his rasponsibilities. Nevertheless he never
managed to satisty Al-Nasir Muhammad’s personal ambitions.
Consequently the whole situation ended with the arrest. and
execution of Tankiz Al—I:Iusémf after a period of thirty two
years in the governor ship of Syria. In the light of this we may
assume that Al-Nasir Muhammad was planning to be in power
long before this- political crisis and he suceeded to fird fitting
circumstances to accomplish his plan. In conclusion one might
say that during the military rule which was established by the
Mamluks and which continued throughout their long reign, the
throne was the prize of peTrsonal prowess, courage and daring.
The reigning Sultan therefore, had always to keep an cper: ave
and a strong bodyguard. de also had to be concsious and :
of the decisive importance of the oligarchy of emirs;
would he be able to carry out his work effectively.
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