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THE LIBYAN PAPERS: DOCUMENTED SECRET
LETTERS OF AHMAD AL-SHARIF

(1875-1933)

(Summary)

D. Mohamed E. Sathia.

This paper gives an account of the conditions in which the Sanusiya took
root in Cyrenaica, and of the circumstances which supported its growth.

This paper describes also how the Bedouins, under its leadership,
resisted Italian aggression during two wars, from 1911 to 1918 and from 1923
to 1932, and finally lost their independence and submitted to Italian domina-
tion until they were relieved by British armies in 1942.

We notice that when the Italians invaded the country and the Turks made
peace the tribes continued their resistance in the name of the Sanusiya under
the leadership of Sayyid Al-Sharif.

But when the second World War broke out and Cyrenaica became a
battlefield of the first importance, it was in the interest of each side to ensure
that the Jocal population would be of help to it.

The Italians, having desteoyed the Sansusiya order, the only organization
through which they might have got effective propaganda among the Bedouins,
were confronted in the Country with sullen resentment which could in no way
be influenced to their advantage.

These documents throw light upon Sayyid Ahmad Al-Sharif’s efforts and
activities when he lived in exile. He was still in the early forties when he left
for Turkey and led there an adventurous life.

His war against France, Italy and Great Britain, made him a world figure,
and, in the eyes of Muslims, one of the great fighters for Islam. These
documents were secret letters sent from Sayyid Al-Sharif to the leaders of
Al-Jihad Movement (fighters for the faith). One of these leaders was Abd
Al-Hamid Al-Abar, one of the best - known name s in the resistance move-
ment.
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