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The Journey of Arabic Poetry and
Its Symbolic Transformations from
Early Mythology to Postmodernism:
A Comparative Semiotic and
Philological Study

Abstract:

Al-Jahiz found that the oldest of pre-Islamic Arabic poetry that has come
down to us dates back to one hundred and fifty years or two hundred years
before Islam; However, two hundred years before our present time, we
discovered many Arabic inscriptions and records dating back hundreds and
thousands of years before Islam. Like the Ain Abdat inscription, which talks
about the king of the Nabataeans and their grandfather Abdat I, who ruled
between 96-85 BC, and before that we found clay tablets containing an Arab
epic, telling the story of the defeated knight Gilgamesh and his friend Enkidu.
The image of this defeated knight was repeated in the poetry of a Imro'a Al-
Qays, the poetry of Nizar Qabbani and the novel Don Quixote by Miguel de
Cervantes. This prompted us to write this research to reconsider the history
of ancient Arabic literature and the division of its eras, doctrines and critical
currents, and to compare its arts and literature with the arts and literature of
other nations; this gives this research its special importance. Therefore, this
research came under the title: The Journey of Arabic Poetry and its Symbolic
Transformations from Early Mythology to Postmodernism: A Comparative
Semiotic Philological Study.

Key words and phrases: The History of Arabic Literature, Comparative
Literature, The Semiotics of Arabic Poetry, The Philology of Arabic Poetry,
The Defeated Knight in Arabic Poetry, The Denotation and Connotation in
Arabic Poetry
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