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Historical Narration,” in Angelika Neuwirth et al. (eds.), Myths, histori-
cal archetypes and symbolic figures in Arabic literature: Towards a
New Hermeneutic Approach, In Kommission bei Franz Steiner, Beirut,
1999, pp. 379-98, particularly, p. 379.
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M. Streck, “Baghdad,” in M. Th. Houtsma, et al. (eds.), E. J. Brill’s First

Encyclopaedia of Islam (1913-1936), 9 Vols., E. J. Brill, Leiden, 1987,
Vol. 2, pp. 563-66, particularily p. 565.

FVY om Vg adadl dipsa ey galaiall Calasl

A oo holall GUS o s8nl

351 0o o Lo US by HLa M alis Liagie e alaae 3 Jsks 3]
oo Wlley 50€ Gl wllis 3a a g8 way 258 Ueliuay yelitaly aSua,
aaslal ety woially Goteall Jal o pusall jués pusall 5 el
Mol ya LS 1a catly ,La ¥ oin a<h 51 als [.] agisolad g,
o385 Lo 5 Lae 1 Jal 05 cyo 4 pranl Lo IS5 conly i O Cied
X=Y. 0o badl junall (433,00 stic

A oo abudl juaaall

1232 V0) Shalae 0 lglally Juupl gayls s mlall juom (ot Sana shan 5ol
VA o Ve g Vs e amgum b Laall 443K,

1 S dans

http://ia601403.us.archive.org/28/items/tarkhalrusulwaal10abaruoft/

tarkhalrusulwaal10abaruoft_bw.pdf

LYV sraans VY Jaall]

(Yo)
(¥3)

(YY)

sy Vg Dslalt Lufgall — oV el



@

(Y el Sl (Y)
Charles Wendell, “Baghdad: Imago Mundi, and other foundation-

lore,” in International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 2, 2 (Apr.,
1971): 99-128, particularly, p. 111.

Uyl g daglguw Lgaan Bk Lgand Subaila (s Ly ga LLLLIL (YY)

VY =YVY o (V2 2) ¥ oo dlglally sl gyl esuball (YY)

NEQ oo ¥ g oall £ gpa g0 srumall Lagls YN o (aleadl juaall (YY)

YVA o Ve g oY e glally Juapll gyl nbdl (YE)

NAV=YA* o abadl jumall  (YO)

YAY oo (bl jomall (Y1)

Sl Gy Guall Gy dane Sl asalpls sess Gasa Yl zasa A (YY)
s (e O osiag ol On seal mdly ol i b il o 0 e o
ole VA lalae Lige sae¥) spe (3a8a  orglanll Gyl ¢ g sayll
VY'—V\VU‘: ‘Y@a Yoy :QJJ*«QLQ‘HLAJJ

(S sl 3l (YA)

Jacob Lassner, The Shaping of ‘Abbasid Rule, p. 165.

N PEQW NS OLY
Jacob Lassner, “Some Speculative Thoughts on the search for
an ‘Abbasid Capital (first installment),” The Muslim World 55, 2
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Hugh Kennedy, “How to found an Islamic City,” in Caroline Good-
son, Anne Elisabeth Lester and Carol Symes (edts.) Cities, Texts,

and Social Networks, 400-1500: Experiences and Perceptions

of Medieval Urban Space, Ashgate, Farnham & Burlington, 2010,
pp. 45- 64, Particularily: p. 53.
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The Role of Fantastic Narrative and Political

Utopia in Constructing Medieval Islamic
Cities: The Foundation-Legends of Baghdad as
a Case Study

Abstract:

Architectural projects, constructed in the Medieval Islamic Age
(41-656 AH- 662-1258 AH), were not only architectural processes
concerned with the choice of appropriate sites and attractive designs
of new cities and monumental architecture. The inclusion of legendary
narratives, which approached the construction of new cities as divinely
ordained missions was seen to be an essential component of effective
urban procedures. This study argues that Medieval Muslim rulers, the
Abbasids’ in particular, recognized those foundation narratives as being
politically important. Accordingly, they propelled these stories in the
direction of prophecies that produced political authority. A case study
of the legendary narratives associated with Aba Ja’far al-Mansir’s (95-
158/714—775—the second Abbasid Caliph) decision to build Baghdad
provides insight into the nature and function of this literary genre. The
insights obtained from the application of a hermeneutic method in the
discussion of the political significance of these legendary accounts
demonstrates how Medieval Muslim rulers portrayed the construction
of new cities as fulfilling a divinely ordained mission to conjure up an
image of themselves that served their political interests.

Keywords: Medieval Islamic Age, the Caliph al-Manstr, Baghdad,
foundation narratives, the fantastic, utopian.
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