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MEMOIR
NAVIGATION 0F THE GULF OF PERSIA;

MANNERS. CUSTOMS, RELIGION, COMMERCE, AND RESOL RCES OF
THE PEOPLE INHARITING ITS SHORES AND ISLANDS,

PREPARED RY THE LATE

CAPTAIN GEORGE BARNES BRUCKS,

INDIAN NAVY
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Grave Towx.

Grane Town (or Koweit), called by the Natives Al Quaat, is in
lat. 29° 227 52" N, long. 47° 407 40" B., or 25° 15 20° W. of Bombay,
or 7° 39" 20" W. of Bassadore Point, in the Persian Gulf. Tt is a
place of much importance, owing to the maritime spirit of its inhabit-
ants. It has a considerable trade of its own, supplying most of the
inland tribes with grain, coflee, and [ndian produce. They are also the
carriers for Bussora, and many other parts of the Gulf.

There are beloneine to the port lifleen large Bugealows and Dows,
from four hundred and fifty to one hundred tons : twenty Buteels and
Bogealows, from one hundred and twenty to filty tons; and about one
hundred and fifty trading boats, from one hundred and fifty to fifteen
tons. They navigate the Gulf of Persia, Red Sea, Coasts of Sind,
Guzeral, and Malabar, and to Bombay.

Their imports consist of several articles of Tndian produce, such as
piece goods, rice, sugar, timber, spices, and cotton from India: coffee

from the Red Sea; tobacco and dried fruits from Persia; grain and
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George Barnes Brucks’ Memoir as a Source of

Kuwait History: A Documentary Study

Abstract:

British documents are one of the important important historical sources
for studying the modern history of Kuwait Town; by which numerous
facts and possible assumptions can be concluded for its background
within the 18th and 19th centuries. Thus, the study aims to shed light
on one of those neglected British MSS, which is George Barnes Brucks’
memoir. The latest MS was retained as a part of the Bombay Selections’
series, in the volume No. 24 of 1856. The Memoir is a result of the
British Bombay Government’s survey which took place on the Arabian
Gulf shores for nine years of the hydrographic process (1820-1829). The
survey outputs include reports and charts related to the history of the
Gulf’s shores in the first quarter of 19th century AD. The study seeks to
determine the relevance and reliability of the memoir's texts and their
compatibility with other historical sources before and after them. Hence,
the descriptive and analytical approach has been applied to the texts of
the memoir as well as the the approach of historical criticism aimed at
developing other possible or likely concepts that are not obviously stated
in the Memoir. As a result, many conclusions have been addressed to
generate debate on several historical problems related to Kuwait, some
of which are connected to the settlement’s time of the ‘Utab’s group
on Kuwait the first ever ‘Utlib’s Sheikh post-settlement, earliest record
of the town’s historical-collective narrations, and general matters of its
society in 1824.

Keywords: Brucks, Grane, Kuwait, ‘Utab, Subah, Selections,
Bombay, Britain.
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