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Monograph (679)

A

Abstract

This study aims to explore the names of governorates and centers in the Eastern Prov-
ince in Saudi Arabia regarding their connotations, naming origins, and historical sig-
nificance. It also examines whether they are appropriate or should be changed, while
conforming to the Kingdom's 2030 Vision. Additionally, using a descriptive-analytic
methodology, the study addresses the inhabitants’ opinions on their areas’ names. The
findings of the statistical analysis of placename connotations reflect strong connec-
tions of Arabs to their land and vegetation reaching 38.7% of names for landforms
and 17% for plant-based names. However, 28.4% of the names are considered unusual
or objectionable. The inhabitants’ opinions survey indicates that 64.4% of inhabitants
are unaware of their area’s name meaning, and 54.7% did not know the reasons for
naming. Moreover, alternative names are highly desired in more populous developed
centers such as Altheebiah and Alsuayra; whereas weird placenames prevalent in areas
like Almityaha, Alsuayra and Anbak are much ridiculed by people, underscoring the
need for change. Hence, to meet societal development and conform to the vision, the
study recommends establishing a committee under the Ministry of Municipal and Ru-
ral Affairs to review and scrutinize geographical names across the kingdom and provide

appropriate alternatives when needed.

Keywords: placename, governorate, center, connotation, naming reason.
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